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1.

In my estimetion, land distribution in Hungury has been a failure

bacause the proletariat and other landless groups,who in the carly
stages after World War II clamored for an equitable distribution of
land, now refuse in most capes to work it diligently. From 19/5 to
1948, the Hungarian Gover

yed &2l lands which were to be
Jastributed among the psople, This land which was held by the pessantry
{members of the Land Holders Farty) had for many years pria> tg World
War II been o consistent agricultural producer for Hungary, [gEm uding
the Hortobegy Steppe we qich is a pestoral rogion;} 25X1

swrveyed 20 villager in addition
Lo the immediate environs of Debrecen, |

25X1

lders Party in years prior to Communist

2.

cont~ol alwuys obtained & large portion of the votes cast each year,) 25X1

When land distribution was first propcsed Ly the New Hungarian ‘tate
even prior to actual Communiat contrel, the Land Holders Party opposed 25X1
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such distribution for a number of reasons:

8. Naturally ihe launds which they owned and cultivated were their own
and were, of course, private property. They did not desire to loase
what they felt was rightfully theirs through either perpetuation or
prior purchase,

b. They were aware that the movement for this distribution was begun by
the so-called proleteriat (landless people) whs desired to obtain; at
no cost, something to which the proletariat had not earned the right.

[ vne resl Clamor Ior land distribution lay muc eper than the
expressions of the proletariat, ’—y—h_df[those who

clamored loudest, a number of disciplined Communists, were in reslity
acting urder orders from Moscow.

Ca

d. It was f=lt by members|  |that this land reform was the
primary target of the Soviet Union in the full reslization that
their sirongest opposition world come from the land holders of
Hungary who were definitely opposed to the Communist social and
eccnomic ovder, They reelized that under the guise of land reform,
the USSi was concentrating on the eventual dissipation of the stre
of the Land Holdere Party, During the entire period of

surveying the lands held by the old Hungerian land owners
engaged in conversations with meay of them. They, without

exception, were definitely uppesed to distribution and; in particular,
opposed tc Communism ard the USSR, .

An important item| | relative to any future
developments in Hungary which'might lead tc resistence against Communism
should be such 'that full considerstion .be given to the warth of the cld-

line peasantry of Hungary. | peasants and farmers are
the backbons of opposition to Communism in Hungayy, e lass
emphasis upon the potential value of the city dwellers so~oalled

proletariat for to them the sigrnificance of a free way of 1ife and & sense
of veluss does not have the same cornotation as it does to the old land
holders. It ie this group which in reality has suffered far more, (that
is universally) than ary other eingle segmivt of Hungarian society. This
group, of course, has one thing in common =- the desire to regain what it
deems to be rightfully its own and above all to disevtablish colleotiviem
and planned economy,

‘the isnd distribution program, the following

factors stand out:

6. In theory, land was to be distributed by preordained plen-ind'wvas to
be allatted in accordancs with the nunber of wembers per family, The
process of distributien was ossensibly premised upon feir end impartiai
allocation, Hewevar; in practice, there were so many ceses in which a
single individual (known to heve been an extra iiberal) received much
larger paccels of land than was meted out to a femily of five or aix
membors,

b. ? on¢ wes o be given less tzan cae~ualf of cno cadastral b
1.47 acreg/, In surveying the 20 villages around Debrecen
[ ]the largest rercel o land allotted to any ons individual cr
family was 15 cadastral holds.

During the yesrs of land distribution the new Bungarian State did mat
distribute _razing lande vhich in f'ormer Years were cenaidered to be
excellent pustoral arems. Such lard wms retained by the State; however,
it vas used in common by all farmers.
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6. Most of the land around Deivrcen sould be clam ural ‘
] ] xe . ped as good 25X1
land, Xhis posed a problea ror those | |who surwer b arnas
© conslderstion the amount of ron-productive or seai-produc
and to include soms of it with each parcel measured, Hotive soll §g§1
7. | land aistribution.of Hung ' ~ :
) . aAry was a fmuro.:
me#ths fact that those agricultural areas of Rungary , 25X1 ’
once systematically farmed and highly productive have, for the 25X1
1:-;:-,.;&;::!; ;on:igouble decrease in yield, This
8 dus %o the fact that by virtus of allocation.of ;
sgricultural lands to the proletariet, the industry siffers bocl,un.:hiﬁ 25X1:
seguent of the population is not capable of f . cases
"minat dse th:t tg;yhmat_ in order to survive, e mumber of
68 1n which such recipients of E
for the tndastete) aon T p. of land have lease thex.n out and left 25X1 .

8. ‘
— ate U they are thoro g di .
oritical of the administration, Given the OP“BN:YM t;:.l;g;md mg. ve

Bungery en zass . ‘ |
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